NOTES OF MEETING
Meeting of LEWES NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN STEERING GROUP (LNPSG)
/between:
Venue:
Council Chamber, Town Hall
Date:
7.00pm Thursday 26th October 2017
Attending:
Cllr S Catlin
Lewes Town Council/Clevedown Residents
Alma Howell
South Downs National Park Authority (Planning Officer)
Steve Brigden
Town Clerk
Emma Tingley
Admin Support (Lewes Town Council)
Community organization representatives:
Houndean Residents Ass’n.
Ian Linton (Chairman)
Lewes Phoenix Rising
Jennifer Chibnall
Friends of Lewes
Robert Cheesman
Diversity Lewes
Tony Kalume
Nevill Residents Ass’n.
Sarah Neels
Transition Town Lewes
Kirsten Firth
South Downs Society
Liz Thomas
Egrets Way
Susan Thompson
Kingston Road/Cranedown Residents Assc.
Paul Allen
Apologies:
Neville Harrison
South Downs National Park Authority (Member)
Cllr R O’Keeffe
Lewes Town Council
Richard Partridge
Lewes Seniors Forum
Simon Giddy
Cycle Lewes
Rita Ellis
RAID
Nevill Harrison had decided to step down as a Member of the Steering Group, given the stage
that the draft Plan had reached and his role on the SDNPA Planning Committee who must
ultimately deal with the final stages of the process. The Group recorded a vote of thanks in
appreciation of his support of the LNPSG.
NOTES:
Minutes of the meeting held on 14th September 2017 were accepted as an accurate record.
1.
2.

3.

Site Assessments and Selection update
Liz Thomas explained that two of the sites selected would be dropped. There were strong
objections to one (Spring Barn Farm) and Landport Boys Club was outside the present developed
boundary. This site also scored very badly for flood protection in the Independent Flood Risk
Assessment (IFRA). The IFRA also raised the question as to flooding at some car park sites and
auction site near the Station however this was before discussion with the E-team, and proposed
housing on these sites would be above the flood zone. Having checked the maps some of the
boundaries were not correct and would need to be tidied up. The E-group had met to review the
sites lists that had been formed originally; these notes would be formally written-up in due course.
The SDNPA had made several comments on the pre-submission document and it was important
that all were addressed. Background evidence for policy reasoning for the Housing Study
Document was being finalised. Alma (SDNPA) agreed that she would check this document and
pointed out that there was a published Housing and Economic Needs Assessment (HEDNA) and
this provides detailed information about housing needs which would be helpful to the E-group and
was available online. It had been suggested that an Examiner be appointed for pre-advice before
the draft plan was presented to Lewes Town Council (LTC). The Examiner would be appointed by
LTC.
Meetings with LDC & ESCC
Ian described the successful meeting with Lewes District Council, Liz, Sarah, Jennifer and himself.
Ian had received the Minutes which he would check and then send out to the group. The group
were still awaiting a meeting with East Sussex County Council. There would likely be at least two
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separate meetings to talk about their departmental responses.
4.

Status of Low Cost Housing Desk Study and SDNPA Flood Risk Assessment – Sequential
& Exception tests
Flood Risk Assessment - The group had originally thought of taking this assessment on in-house.
Emma Amies who had worked with the group for a while had considered completing this work but
was unfortunately too busy and so FERIA were now to be tasked with this.
Low Cost Housing Desk Study – As had been discussed at the meeting in September Richard
Eastham had put a brief together for this study (with input from Alma and TC) and there was
currently an invitation out to three companies who had until the 17th November to express their
interest in this exercise. There was a wide discussion on this, which was thought to be very helpful.
5. Green Spaces update, and Case Study
Green Spaces - In the draft document there had been a list of 15 green spaces throughout Lewes
which had been looked at during the consultation. There were a number of alterations that would
be made to that original list. Some were sites that had been removed or added/moved following
the consultation i.e. land owners who did not want their land to be considered as a green space.
Clarification had now been given that green spaces can be within the overall Neighbourhood Plan
boundary not just the present Settlement Boundary. One of the comments indicated that some
types of green spaces may need to have development on them i.e. school playing fields if schools
need to expand. The plan was now to make school playing field sites, church yards and cemeteries
a separate designation with lower standard of protection so that they can accommodate small scale
development in keeping with the original use. Preservation of allotments was important and there
was a raft of legislation regarding them. Should there be a third designation for allotments? TC
offered to meet with Kirsten and Alma to assist Kirsten in this exercise.
Case Study – This was to look at how the Eco-system approach had been incorporated into the
Lewes Neighbourhood Plan. It was to show the challenges that had been faced, and how they
could be addressed, with the idea that other Town/Parishes considering or working through a Plan
could use this study. Kirsten would like to have a small group who would be willing to help her
draft this and review it. Kirsten would email the group to seek assistance with this with a view that
the work would take 3-4 months.
6. Update by SDNPA on the Local Plan Joint Core Strategy
The Local Plan was out for consultation until 21st November 2017 and after that the
representations would be assessed and the Plan would be submitted to the Secretary of State in
March 2018 and then the Examination would start. There would then be hearings during June and
July. Ian asked the Group to individually look at the Plan online and to make responses. Alma
would email the Group with a link to the Plan.
There had been debate at a Group meeting 3-4 months ago whether to use the context ‘will’ or
‘should’ in NP policies. Alma advised that in another recently produced Neighbourhood Plan the
Examiner asked that the wording in the policies be changed from ‘should’ to ‘will’ as this gives
policies more clarity. However, where there may need to be more flexibility less definitive language
could be used.
7. Progress report on Reg. 15
This had already been discussed.
8. Schedule of Submission of LNP to SDNPA
The E-team were working hard to try to complete the work on comments received by the end of
November. The time scale would also be subject to the Low Cost Housing Desk Study and Flood
Risk Assessment and meetings with LDC/ESCC etc. It was now looking unlikely that a Plan could
be presented to Council before January at the earliest.
9. Any other business
A map of the current and proposed cycle route needed to be produced. Simon Giddey had offered
to do this at the last meeting of the Group. This was needed to complete one of the drawings that
was in the Plan.
10. The Meeting ended at 8.30 pm
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